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EST • EASTERN SIERRA TOUR 

ROAD TRIP: The highest, lowest, hottest, 
oldest, wildest 555 miles 
in America. 

 The Eastern Sierra of California has long been an iconic 
destination. This larger-than-life landscape of deserts and 
mountains, alpine forests and spectacular waterfalls, ranks 
as one of the most photographed regions in the USA. A land 
of natural extremes, the Eastern Sierra also holds historical 
and cultural treasures, with human tales as high and low as 
its altitudes. Now, for those ready to go the distance, there 

is a route that will take you to the furthest extremes of this 
spectacular part of America. 

The E.S.T. is a linear route, spanning over 555 miles, from 
Death Valley at -282 feet below sea level to the towering peaks 
of Tioga Pass at 9,943 feet above sea level. You’ll want to prepare 
your vehicle and your senses too, for everything from desert 
heat to icy mountain mists. 

DEATH VALLEY — America’s Hottest, Driest and Lowest National Park 
The extreme nature of this massive desert basin must be 
experienced to be believed. See one of the largest saltpans on Earth 
with scenery that would look at home on a desert planet from Star 
Wars. Yet, despite its name, this area hosts a diversity of life, from 
lush oases to vast fields of wildflowers that appear after one of its 
rare rainstorms. You could also add another ‘-est’ to its title, as the 
Largest National Park in the Lower 48. Open: Year-round 

Traveler Tip: Temperatures can exceed 120 degrees Fahrenheit 
here in the summer. Bring extra water and plan for extreme heat. 

(760) 786-3200  •  Nps.gov/deva

MT. WHITNEY — The Highest Peak in the Contiguous US 
With spires that rise like dragon’s teeth from the horizon, reaching 
14,505 feet, Mt. Whitney looks as unassailable as a medieval 
fortress. Yet the Whitney Portal Road welcomes you, with views that 
make it one of the most scenic drives in California. For dedicated 
mountaineers, there is more than one route to the summit of Mount 
Whitney, the tallest peak in the contiguous United States. (The 
route from Whitney Portal is a little under 22 miles round trip, with 
an elevation gain of 6,134 feet). More casual road-trippers may just 
want to stop for pancakes at the Whitney Portal Store and Café — no 
doubt, some of the fluffiest (open in the summer).  Open: June-
October depending on snow pack and weather conditions. 

Traveler Tip: Whitney Portal Road closes in winter due to snow. You can see Mt. Whitney year-round from the 
Eastern Sierra Interagency Visitor Center located at the junction of Hwy US 395 and State Route 136 just south 
of Lone Pine. A permit is required to hike Mt. Whitney.

(760) 876-6200  •  Fs.usda.gov/recarea/inyo/recarea/?recid=20698 
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ALABAMA HILLS — The Wildest West 
If you’ve watched any old western movies, you may have already seen some of the Alabama 
Hills. This National Scenic Area is home to rounded rock formations, tawny Sierra hills, and 
hundreds of natural stone arches. The Alabama Hills are a natural playground for hikers, 
climbers, landscape photographers, plein air painters and nature lovers. Open: Year-round 

Traveler Tip: Stop by the Museum of Western Film History located in the town of Lone Pine 
to see artifacts from the many movies filmed here over the years. 701 S Main Street, Lone 
Pine, CA 93545 Lpmuseum.org 

(760) 872-5000  •  Blm.gov/visit/alabama-hills

MANZANAR NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK — The Truest View 
If this road trip feels remote to you today, imagine how it must 
have felt for Japanese families relocated here in 1942. The 
Manzanar War Relocation Center was one of ten camps at 
which Japanese American citizens and resident Japanese 
aliens were incarcerated during World War II. Located between 
the towns of Lone Pine and Independence, Manzanar is one of 
the best preserved of these camps. Open: Year-round 

Traveler Tip: You can explore the site on foot or reserve a 
free ranger-led program for your group’s visit (subject to 
availability). 

(760) 878-2194 (x3310)  •  Nps.gov/manz 
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1. Death Valley, photo by Emily Taylor; 2. John Muir Trail, photo by Matt Ludin;  
3. Alabama Arch, photo by Matt Ludin; 5. Bristlecone Pine, photo by Dennis Flaherty; 6. Hannah Frankson at the social pow wow, photo courtesy of The Inyo Register

Retro art images courtesy of Peak Productions.

wildest

truest

ANCIENT BRISTLECONE PINE FOREST — The Oldest Living Thing 
Bristlecone pines grow in the poorest soils and harshest 
environments, reaching out to the sky from rocky bluffs and outcrops 
just below the tree line. Some of these gnarled and twisted trees are 
over 4,700 years old—making them the oldest living things on the 
planet. Trails from the Visitor Center at Schulman Grove lead you past 
specimens of varying age and size, with views overlooking the Owens 
Valley.  Open: Typically late April to late October, depending on snow 
and weather conditions. 

Traveler Tip: Beyond Schulman Grove is Patriarch Grove— home 
of the world’s largest Bristlecone Pine, the Patriarch Tree. 

(760) 873-2500 
Fs.usda.gov/detail/inyo/specialplaces/?cid=stelprdb 5129900 
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PAIUTE SHOSHONE CULTURAL 
CENTER — The Earliest 
Communities 
The Owens Valley is home 
to cultures as old as the 
Bristlecone pines. A museum 
and cultural center that serves 
the community and safeguards 
its history, Owens Valley Paiute 
Shoshone Cultural Center 
offers insights into the Nuumu 
(Paiute) and Newe (Shoshone) 
nations that originally inhabited the area. Open: Year-round 

Traveler Tip: Check their website for seasonal events 
happening monthly in collaboration with local tribes. 

(760) 873-8844 
Bishoppaiutetribe.com/owens-valley-paiute-
shoshonecultural-center 
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7. Devils Postpile, photo by Amy Leist; 9. Bodie, photo by Dennis Flaherty;  10. Yosemite, photo by Bert Dennison 
Retro art images courtesy of Peak Productions.

BODIE STATE HISTORIC PARK — The Loneliest Town 
In 1880, the town of Bodie was home to some 10,000 miners, store owners, 
gunfighters, robbers and people from every part of the world. Now it’s a 
ghost town of weathered buildings, rust and faded dreams. Bodie remains 
impressively well preserved. You can book ghost walks and tours, or just spend 
hours wandering its streets, peering in windows and listening for the past. 
Open: Bodie is open year-round, however vehicle access on Hwy 270 into the 
park is open April-November, depending on weather and snow conditions. 

Traveler Tip: Daily tours of the Stamp Mill may be offered for a small fee per person.  
Visit the Museum for current information and to register. 

(760) 616-5040  •  Parks.ca.gov/?page_ id=509 loneliest
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DEVILS POSTPILE NATIONAL MONUMENT —  
The Strangest Structures 
Devils Postpile is one of the best examples of natural basalt columns in the 
world, some reaching as high as 60 feet. Besides these eerie natural stone 
towers, the Devils Postpile National Monument offers varied opportunities 
for recreation, from hiking to horseback riding and sightseeing to wildlife and 
waterfall viewing at Rainbow Falls. Open: May-October

Traveler Tip: A mandatory shuttle bus into Reds Meadow/Devils Postpile 
leaves Mammoth Mountain Main Lodge continuously throughout the day. 

(760) 934-2289  •  nps.gov/depo

EST • EASTERN SIERRA TOUR 

strangest

MONO LAKE — The Saltiest Swim 
The largest natural lake in California, Mono Lake is an amazing 2.5 times saltier than the ocean 
and is one of the western hemisphere’s oldest lakes. Mono Lake is one of the most studied— 
and photographed—bird sanctuaries in North America and is also a beautiful ever-changing 
oasis of light and color. Photographers love its jagged snow-capped mountain reflections and 
the eerie spires, with the best displays located at the South Tufa Reserve. Open: Year-round 

Traveler Tip: Drop by one of the two visitor information centers in Lee Vining and find  
out how Mono Lake’s mystical-looking limestone tufa towers are formed and how  
the lake was saved. 

(760) 647-6331  •  Parks.ca.gov/?page_ id=514
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TRAVEL 
TIP

Snow storms close 
many roads in the White 
Mountains and the 
Sierra. The access roads 
to the Bristlecone Pines, 
Devils Postpile, Bodie, 
John Muir Trail, Pacific 
Crest Trail and Yosemite 
are CLOSED in winter.

Thunderstorm over 
Buttermilks, photo by Rick 
Kattelmann.

marks the 
  spot

These retro-style posters can be purchased at 
the Bishop Information Center.

Bishop Information Center 
690 N. Main Street  •  Bishop, CA 93514

Be sure to pick up a Treasure Map

READY FOR A CHANGE 
OF SCENERY? LET THE 
BISHOP INFORMATION 
CENTER HOSTS HELP 
YOU PLAN FOR THIS 
INCREDIBLE ROAD TRIP! 

EST • EASTERN SIERRA TOUR 

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK —  
The Grandest Landscape 
For centuries, people have tried to put into 
words the majesty that is Yosemite. From epic 
spring waterfalls to towering granite icons like El 
Capitan and Half Dome, to giant sequoia groves, 
the whole vista seems designed to make humans 
feel small. Open: Tioga Pass Hwy 120 (the east 
entrance) is open May-November depending on 
snow and weather conditions. Yosemite National 
Park is open year-round. 

Traveler Tip: Plan to arrive early! Parking 
and traffic can be an issue, plan to arrive at 
your destinations before 9 am. Better yet, 
take a YARTS tour-style bus into Yosemite 
without a worry about traffic or parking. 
Purchase advance tickets at YARTS.com. 

(2090 372-0200  •  Nps.gov/yose

grandest
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